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Wordsearch

How good are you at spotting things? See if you can
find the 10 riverside-inspired words in the grid below.

1. The River Wharfe

At 65 miles long, the River Wharfe is the 21st longest
river in Britain, flowing from Langstrothdale in the
Yorkshire Dales to the River Ouse in Cawood, between
York and Selby. For a long way it marks the boundary
between West and North Yorkshire. Otley Bridge is the
starting point of our walk.

2. Otley Bridge
Love Locks

Crossing Otley Bridge,
look out for the ‘love
locks’ – padlocks
with sentimental
messages that are
fastened to the
railings by people
as a symbol of
their affection.

3. Wharfemeadows Park

Wharfemeadows Park is a 60-acre park that runs
alongside the river. It was founded in 1924 when what
was then Otley Urban District Council bought a plot of
land and added it to a plot donated by Major FH Fawkes
of nearby Farnley Hall.

4. The 3Rs Wharfedale Press

In the mid 1850s, an Otley-based company that went on
to become known as Dawson, Payne and Elliot, invented
a new type of printing machine that allowed books to be
printed much faster than previously. The machine, which
became known as the Wharfedale Press, revolutionised
the printing industry and allowed mass printing for the
first time. A sculpture of a press can be found in
Wharfemeadows Park near Otley Bridge.

5. Otley Boats

In 2017, boats returned to the River Wharfe in Otley
for the first time in 16 years. On certain days through the
summer, visitors can hire pedaloes and rowing boats
to allow them to take to the river.

6. Wharfemeadows Bowls Club

The bowling green in Wharfemeadows Park has been in
operation for a number of years. If people are playing, see
if you can work out the rules of the game. 

Otley’s regenerated riverside

Otley’s riverside consists of Wharfemeadows Park,
Gallows Hill Nature Area, Garnett Wharfe and Tittybottle
Park. Together they provide a pleasing circular walk along
the riverbank with much to see and do on the way.

River Wharfe flora & fauna

The riverside is home to a wide range of wildlife,
including elusive mink and rare Daubenton’s bats that live
under the bridge. Tick off the following if you see them:

7. Otley Weir

The weir is a long waterfall that allows the level
of the water to drop as the river narrows. It’s
a great place for spotting wildlife and birds.

8. Playground & Café

Adjacent to the weir is a playground with
a café that is open most days and offers
snacks, drinks, and ice creams. The
playground is home to one of three
Archimedes screws on the river and
in the park (see number 13 below).

9. Skate Park

Bring along a skateboard or a scooter to try out some
stunts on the park’s fun skate park. There’s also an
adjacent flat area, perfect for games and picnics.

10. Tennis courts & open-air gym

Play a game of tennis or build up some strength and
endurance on the park’s open-air gym.

11. The White Bridge

Cross over the river on the White Bridge and play a
game of Poohsticks. Find a twig and throw it from

one side of the bridge in the direction of the
current and see whose comes out of the
other side fastest.  Once over the bridge,
turn right to continue the circular walk
back to Otley Bridge or head left to Gallows

Hill Nature Area for more nature and wildlife.

12. Garnett Wharfe

Garnett Wharfe is a new development on the
south bank. It has a riverside walk towards

Tittybottle Park and is home to the renowned
Italian restaurant Buon Apps which overlooks the river.

13. The Archimedes screws

Originally designed by ancient Greek mathematician
Archimedes and shaped like a giant corkscrew, they are
used to move water from a low place to a higher one. The
two at Garnett Wharfe are used to generate electricity.
Across the river you can see how they work by trying a
replica in the playground (see number 8 above).

14. Tittybottle Park

Created in 1909 and once  known as Manor Parade
Gardens, this park took its more affectionate name
as it became a haven for mums, nannies and children.
It is home to a mosaic of Otley history created by
local schoolchildren.
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Did you know?

Salmon have been returning

to the River Wharfe for the

first time in many years.

Occasionally they can be

seen attempting to jump over

the weir in autumn as they try

to swim upstream to spawn.

Can you draw?

Use this space to draw Otley Bridge and submit it to admin@otleytowncouncil.co.uk. The best will appear on our Facebook page

Duck o

Swan o

Gull o

Grey heron o

Bat o

Butterfly o

Yarrow o

Sycamore o

About this walk

Length: 1.1 miles (1.8km), without the extension to
Gallows Hill which can add a further mile (1.6km)

Time taken: 25 minutes (brisk) to 1.5 hours (slow)

Difficulty: Easy

Yarrow Sycamore

Otley Family

Riverside Trail

Did you know?
The pair of Archimedes screws in the hydroelectric plant at Garnett Wharfe are the length of a single decker bus and twice as wide! 

www.visitotley.co.uk

www.facebook.com/VisitOtley

www. instagram.com/visit_otley_official
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